The making 
of a GM 


James Click, the Astros’ 
new general manager, 
has risen to the top with 
a mix of rejection and 
luck. PAGE C1 


ZEST Fe 


Decolonizing 
the camera 


Mark Sealy, who 
curated FotoFest 
2020’s main show, 
offers his spin on global 
ideas. PAGE G1 


= BUSINESS 


= À fight with 


oil and gas 


Local environmental 
activists fight the 
industry that has been 
the lifeblood of their 
communities. PAGE B1 
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CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


Hospitals prepare for surge 
as more cases spread locally 
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Elizabeth Conley / Staff photographer 


Danny Chang, a Houston Methodist tech analyst, sets up computers on wheels for a special wing at the hospital’s Katy campus. 


‘ASSUME THE WORST’: 
With likely strain on 
infrastructure, TMC 
to raise bed count 


By Lisa Gray 


STAFF WRITER 


With last week’s new certain- 
ty that the novel coronavirus is 
loose and being transmitted in 
Houston, the region’s medical 
providers are bracing for the 
current handful of known cases 
to blaze into an outbreak like 
nothing in modern memory. 

“We had been saying, ‘It’s 
not amatter ofif, it’s a matter of 
when, ” said Umair Shah, exec- 
utive director of Harris County 
Public Health. “That’s not the 
case anymore. It’s now.” 

By shutting down events and 
closing schools, officials aim to 
“flatten the curve” — to stop too 
many people from getting sick 
at the same time and over- 
whelming the region’s hospitals 
and medical providers. 

Hospitals continues on A9 


Houston-area cases 
of coronavirus 


Montgomery 
County: 4 
Harris 
County: 11 
Houston: 5 
Galveston 
County:1 
Fort Bend 
County: 9 
Brazoria 
County: 2 
Sources: Houston, Harris, Fort Bend, 


Brazoria, Montgomery and Galveston 
County health agencies 
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More inside 


» Harris Health switching to 
private firm for virus testing. 
Page A3 
» France, Spain follow Italy 
into lockdown. Page A17 
» Telecommuting 101: A 
guide to working from home. 
Page BI 
» Domino-effect leads to 
unprecedented sports blackout. 
Page C3 
For the latest updates, go to 


houstonchronicle.com/ 
coronavirus 


Coronavirus at a glance 


156,169 


Confirmed cases 
worldwide 


2,726 


Confirmed 
cases in U.S. 


59% 


Confirmed 
cases in Texas 


5,830 58 


Deaths in U.S. 


Deaths worldwide 


O 


Deaths in Texas 


* J] additional cases were repatriated to Lackland Air Force Base 
in San Antonio 


Source: WHO, CDC, Johns Hopkins University 


‘JUST PRAY AND WAIT’: 
Patton Village cop 
seriously ill; 2 test 
positive in Brazoria 


By Zach Despart, 
Dylan McGuinness 
and Emily Foxhall 


STAFF WRITERS 


Health officials tied at least 
two new coronavirus cases to 
more RodeoHouston attendees 
on Saturday, as the Patton Vil- 
lage police officer who became 
the first-known case of commu- 
nity spread locally after attend- 
ing the cookoff remained in crit- 
ical condition. 

Houston officials stood by 
their decision to allow the rodeo 
to hold events for 14 days before 
shuttering it Wednesday, even as 
they say more yet-to-be detected 
cases may have spread there. 
Mayor Sylvester Turner said he 
heeded the advice of medical ex- 
perts in making the call. They 
did so when the city had a con- 

Brazoria continues on A10 


Would 
shale 


survive 
a bust? 


Without oil recovery, 
Houston area could 
lose up to 20K jobs 


By Paul Takahashi 


STAFF WRITER 


The shale oil and gas industry 
faced an uncertain future long be- 
fore oil markets crashed this week 
as burgeoning supplies, lacklus- 
ter prices, dwindling capital and 
increasing competition from re- 
newable energy squeezed profits, 
cut employment and pushed 
some companies into bankrupt- 
cy. 

The dramatic plunge of crude 
to around $30 a barrel — half the 
price at the beginning of year — is 
likely to accelerate those trends, 
forcing more layoffs and bank- 
ruptcies and delivering another 
blow to the Houston economy. As 
with the last oil bust, which 
stretched from 2014 to 2016, only 
the strongest, best financed and 
most efficient companies will sur- 


While many shale 
companies can turna 
profit with oil between $50 
and $60 per barrel, few 
can survive at $30 without 
drastic cuts to production 
and staff. 


vive if prices remain depressed 
over a long period, analysts said, 
again reshaping the industry into 
one that is smaller, leaner and em- 
ploying far fewer workers. 

“We will see a lot of defaults 
and Chapter fl bankruptcies. That 
will be inevitable at $30 a barrel,” 
said Alexandre Ramos-Peon, a se- 
nior shale analyst with Norwegian 
research firm Rystad Energy. “It’s 
going to be tough times.” 

The cause of these tough times 
is a price war between Russia and 
Saudi Arabia that threatens to 
flood the global market with 
cheap crude, just as demand is 
weakening amid a economic 
slowdown caused by the novel co- 
ronavirus. Oil prices on Monday 
suffered their biggest one-day 

Shale continues on A10 


Whooping cranes set to soar home 


Birds, nature tourism 
are key to South Texas 
2/2 years after Harvey 
By Andrew Dansby 


STAFF WRITER 


ARANSAS COUNTY -Leery ofa 
small crowd of observers, a 
whooping crane extends her 
wings, then her mate does the 


same. The effect at 30 yards 
swarms the senses: 7 feet of bright 
white wingspan unfurls like a bed- 
sheet blowing from a clothesline 
— times two. The birds take flight 
with a visceral whoosh. 

These are quintessential rara 
avis, rare birds, two in a flock of 
around 500. Eighty years ago, 
these very vocal birds nearly 
whispered their way to extinc- 
tion, numbering about 15 before 


conservation efforts pulled the 
whooping crane back from the 
brink. The whooping crane has 
since become an international 
draw between November and 
March, when the bird winters in 
Texas. In addition to a festival that 
draws nearly 1,000 people each 
year, there are independent bird- 
ers who travel from thousands of 
miles away to set eyes upon this 

Cranes continues on A19 


A pair of 
whooping 
cranes wade 
through a salt 
marsh while 
on the 
lookout for a 
meal of crabs 
near the St. 
Charles Bay 
in Rockport. 
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